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Listing of chemicals in Annex III of the Rotterdam Convention:
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Benzidine and its salts: supporting documentation provided by
Switzerland
Note by the Secretariat
The Secretariat has the honour to provide, in the annex to the present note, documentation
received from Switzerland in support of its notification of final regulatory action on benzidine and its
salts.
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Comments prepared for the new Swiss chemicals legislation
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Switzerland- supporting information related to benzidine and its salts – CRC 3/8 add 2

Comments prepared for the new Swiss chemicals legislation
Extract taken from the comments on the:
Ordinance on the risk reduction related to the use of certain particularly
dangerous substances, preparations and articles
(Ordinance on the risk reduction related to chemical products (ORRChem)) of 18 May 2005
Nitroaromates and aromatic amines (Annex 1.13, Section 2 Para. 1 and Section 3 Paras. 1 and
2)
Based on article 9 of Council Directive 98/24/EC on the protection of the health and safety of
workers from the risks related to chemical agents at work (fourteenth individual Directive within
the meaning of Article 16(1) of Directive 89/391/EEC), the production, manufacture or use at
work of 2-naphthylamine, 4-aminobiphenyle, benzidine and 4-nitrobiphenyle and their salts
are prohibited in Annex III. These prohibitions already exist since 1988 and were originally laid
down in Council Directive 88/364/EEC of 9 June 1988 on the protection of workers by the
banning of certain specified agents and/or certain work activities (Fourth individual Directive
within the meaning of Article 8 of Directive 80/1107/EEC). In 1989, directive 89/677/EEC,
amending Council Directive 76/769/EEC on the approximation of the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions of the Member States relating to restrictions on the marketing and use
of certain dangerous substances and preparations, consistently also prohibited the placing on the
market of substances and preparations containing these substances or their salts.
These EU regulations on aromatic amines and nitroaromates are converted into Swiss law in this
new annex. These substances were restricted neither in the Ordinance on Substances (OSubst)
nor in the Ordinance on Prohibited Toxic Substances. However, these substances today are all
classified in poison class 1* and thus at least not available for private use.
Like in the EU, it is prohibited to place on the market and to use substances or preparations if
they contain 0.1% or more of nitroaromates and aromatic amines. The exemption for analysis and
research purposes takes into account the particular knowledge concerning the use of carcinogenic
compounds, that can be expected of a respective company and laboratory as well as the fact, that
adequate substitutes are often not available for analysis and research purposes.
As these prohibitions exist in the EU since 1989, no transitional provision needs to be applied.

Translation by Bettina Hitzfeld (HBI), FOEN, May 2006

